
 

R
EPLAC

EM
EN

T R
ESER

VE R
EPO

R
T FY

 2009 

W
ESTVIEW

 LAKES H
O

A
 

REPLACEMENT RESERVE REPORT 2009
WESTVIEW LAKES HOA

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Management by: 

Harrison and Lear, Inc.

Ms Cathy Merendino 

2310 Tower Place, Suite105 
Hampton, VA 23666

757 825 9100

Consultant:

MILLER ~ DODSON ASSOCIATES
929 West Street, Suite 310

Annapolis, MD 21401
Tel:  410.268.0479 
Fax:  410.268.8483

www.mdareserves.com

 



 
 

Intentionally Left Blank 
 

 



 
Section A

Replacement Reserve Analysis

Executive Summary - A1 
Reserve Status & Funding Plan - A1 

General Information - A2 
Cash Flow Method - A4 

Component Method - A6 
Current Association Funding - A8 
Reserve Analysis Comments - A9

Section B

Replacement Reserve Inventory

Replacement Reserve Inventory 
General information - B1 

Replacement Reserve Inventory 
Comments - B2 

Schedule of Projected Replacements 
and Exclusions - B3

Section C

Projected Annual Replacements

Projected Annual Replacements 
General Information - C1 

Reserve Analysis and Inventory Policies, 
Procedures, and Administration - C2 

Calendar of 
Projected Annual Replacements - C2

Section D

Condition Assessment

 
 

REPLACEMENT RESERVE REPORT 
 

WESTVIEW LAKES 
 

Hampton, Virginia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scope.  Westview Lakes is a community of single family detached homes 
and townhouses located in Hampton, Virginia.  Westview Lakes was 
constructed in phases beginning in 1998.  The community consists of 308 
houses and townhouses.  The survey examined the common elements of 
the property, including: 
 

• Asphalt drive and parking. 
• Concrete sidewalks and curb & gutter. 
• Fencing. 
• Storm water retention ponds (lakes). 
• Tot lot. 

 
Level of Service.   This study has been performed as a Level II Update, 
With Site Visit/On-Site Review as defined under the National Reserve Study 
Standards that have been adopted by the Community Associations Institute.  
As such, the component inventory is based on the study that was performed 
by Miller - Dodson Associates on October 3, 2003 with revisions December 
17, 2003 and February 10, 2004.  This information was adjusted to reflect 
changed to the inventory that were provided by the community manager, 
and the quantities were adjusted accordingly from field measurement and/or 
quantity takeoffs from to-scale drawings.  The condition of all commonly 
owned components was ascertained from a site visit and the visual 
inspection of each component by the Analyst.  The life expectancy and the 
value of components are provided based in part on these observations.  
The fund status and funding plan have been derived from analysis of this 
data. 
 

Section E

Attachments

Appendix



 
 
Purpose.  The purpose of this Replacement Reserve Study is to provide Westview Lakes (hereinafter 
called the Association) with an inventory of the common community facilities and infrastructure 
components that require periodic replacement.  The Study includes a general view of the condition of 
these items and an effective financial plan to fund projected periodic replacements. 
 
• Inventory of Items Owned by the Association.  Section B Replacement Reserve Inventory lists the 

Projected Replacements of the commonly owned items that require periodic replacement using 
funding from Replacement Reserves.  The Replacement Reserve Inventory also provides information 
about excluded items, which are items whose replacements are not scheduled for funding from 
Replacement Reserves. 

 
• Condition of Items Owned by the Association.  Section B Replacement Reserve Inventory 

includes our estimates of the normal economic life and the remaining economic life for the projected 
replacements.  Section C Calendar of Projected Annual Replacements provides a year-by-year listing 
of the projected replacements.  Section D Condition Assessment provides additional detail for items 
that are unique or deserving of attention because of their condition or the manner in which they have 
been treated in this Study. 

 
• Financial Plan.  The Association has a fiduciary responsibility to protect the appearance, value, and 

safety of the property and it is therefore essential the Association have a financial plan that provides 
funding for the projected replacements.  In conformance with American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountant guidelines, Section A Replacement Reserve Analysis evaluates the current funding of 
Replacement Reserves as reported by the Association and recommends annual funding of 
Replacement Reserves by two generally accepted accounting methods; the Cash Flow Method and 
the Component Method.  Section A Replacement Reserve Analysis includes graphic and tabular 
presentations of these methods and current Association funding.  An Executive Summary of these 
calculations is provided on Page A1. 

 
Basis.  The data contained in this Replacement Reserve Study is based upon the following: 
 
• The Request for Proposal submitted and executed by the Association. 

 
• Our visual evaluation and measurements on May 14, 2008.  Miller - Dodson Associates has visually 

inspected the common elements of the property in order to ascertain the remaining useful life and the 
replacement costs of these components. 

 
Engineering Drawings.  No architectural drawings or engineering site plans were available for review in 
connection with this study.  We recommend the Association assemble a library of site and building plans 
of the entire community.  Reproducible drawings should be stored and kept in a secure fireproof location.  
The Association will find these drawings to be a valuable resource in planning and executing future 
projects. 
 
Acknowledgement.  Miller - Dodson Associates would like to acknowledge the assistance and input of 
Ms Cathy Merendino who provided very helpful insight into the current operations at the property. 
 
Analyst’s Credentials.  This study has been performed by Mr. Robert Michel, who holds a Bachelors 
Degree from Cornell University in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters Degree in M.E. from the 
University of Connecticut. Mr. Michel is a registered Professional Engineer in the States of Virginia and 
Maryland. He has over 30 years experience as a practicing Mechanical Engineer in design, 
manufacturing, management and industrial assessments. He is currently a Reserve Analyst for Miller - 
Dodson Associates, Inc. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
MILLER - DODSON ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 
 
 
Robert Michel 
Reserve Analyst 
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1. COMMON INTEREST DEVELOPMENTS - AN OVERVIEW 
 
Over the past 40 years, the responsibility for community facilities and infrastructure around many of our homes has shifted from 
the local government to Community Associations.  Thirty years ago, a typical new town house abutted a public street on the front 
and a public alley on the rear.  Open space was provided by a nearby public park and recreational facilities were purchased  ala 
carte from privately owned country clubs, swim clubs, tennis clubs, and gymnasiums.  Today, 60% of all new residential 
construction, i.e. townhouses, single family homes, condominiums, and cooperatives, is in Common Interest Developments 
(CID).  In a CID, a home owner is bound to a Community Association that owns, maintains, and is responsible for periodic 
replacements of various components that may include the roads, curbs, sidewalks, playgrounds, street lights, recreational 
facilities, and other community facilities and infrastructure.    
 
The growth of Community Associations has been explosive.  In 1965 there were only 500 Community Associations in the United 
States.  According to the U.S. Census, there were 130,000 Community Associations in 1990.  Community Associations Institute 
(CAI), a national trade association, estimates there were more than 200,000 Community Associations in the year 2000, and that 
the number of Community Associations will continue to multiply. 
 
The shift of responsibility for billions of dollars of community facilities and infrastructure from the local government and private 
sector to Community Associations has generated new and unanticipated problems. Although Community Associations have 
succeeded in solving many short term problems, many Associations have failed to properly plan for the tremendous expenses of 
replacing community facilities and infrastructure components.  When inadequate replacement reserve funding results in less than 
timely replacements of failing components, home owners are exposed to the burden of special assessments, major increases in 
Association fees, and a decline in property values.  
  

2. REPLACEMENT RESERVE STUDY   
 
The purpose of a Replacement Reserve Study is to provide the Association with an inventory of the common community facilities 
and infrastructure components that require periodic replacement, a general view of the condition of these components, and an 
effective financial plan to fund projected periodic replacements.  The Replacement Reserve Study consists of the following: 
 

• Replacement Reserve Study Introduction.  The introduction provides a description of the property, reviews the 
intent of the Replacement Reserve Study, and lists documents and site evaluations upon which the Replacement 
Reserve Study is based. 

 
• Section A Replacement Reserve Analysis.  Many components owned by the Association have a limited life and 

require periodic replacement.  Therefore it is essential the Association have a financial plan that provides funding 
for the timely replacement of these components in order to protect the safety, appearance, and value of the 
community.  In conformance with American Institute of Certified Public Accountant guidelines, Section A 
Replacement Reserve Analysis evaluates the current funding of Replacement Reserves as reported by the 
Association and recommends annual funding of Replacement Reserves by two generally accepted accounting 
methods; the Cash Flow Method and the Component Method.  Section A Replacement Reserve Analysis includes 
graphic and tabular presentations of these methods and current Association funding. 

 
• Section B Replacement Reserve Inventory.  The Replacement Reserve Inventory lists the commonly-owned 

components within the community that require periodic replacement using funding from Replacement Reserves.  
The Replacement Reserve Inventory also provides information about components excluded from the Replacement 
Reserve Inventory whose replacement is not scheduled for funding from Replacement Reserves.  

 
 Replacement Reserve Inventory includes estimates of the normal economic life and the remaining economic life 

for those components whose replacement is scheduled for funding from Replacement Reserves. 
 

• Section C Projected Annual Replacements.  The Calendar of Projected Annual Replacements provides a year-by-
year listing of the Projected Replacements based on the data in the Replacement Reserve Inventory. 

 
• Section D Condition Assessment.  Several of the items listed in the Replacement Reserve Inventory are discussed 

in more detail.  The Condition Assessment includes a narrative and photographs that document conditions at the 
property observed during our visual evaluation. 

 
• Section E Attachments.   The Appendix is provided as an attachment to the Replacement Reserve Study.  

Additional attachments may include supplemental photographs to document conditions at the property and 
additional information specific to the property cited in the Conditions Assessment (i.e. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, Handbook for Public Playground Safety, information on segmental retaining walls, manufacturer 
recommendations for asphalt shingles or siding, etc). 
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3. METHODS OF ANALYSIS  
 
The Replacement Reserve industry generally recognizes two different methods of accounting for Replacement Reserve Analysis. 
Due to the difference in accounting methodologies, these methods lead to different calculated values for the Minimum Annual 
Contribution to the Reserves.  The results of both methods are presented in this report.  The Association should obtain the advice 
of its accounting professional as to which method is more appropriate for the Association.  The two methods are: 
 

• Component Method.  This method is a time tested mathematical model developed by HUD in the early 1980s. It 
treats each item in the replacement schedule as an individual line item budget. Generally, the Minimum Annual 
Contribution to Reserves is higher when calculated by the Component Method. The mathematical model for this 
method works as follows: 

 
First, the total Current Objective is calculated, which is the reserve amount that would have accumulated had all of 
the items on the schedule been funded from initial construction at their current replacement costs.  Next, the 
Reserves Currently on Deposit (as reported by the Association) are distributed to the components in the schedule 
in proportion to the Current Objective.  The Minimum Annual Deposit for each component is equal to the Estimated 
Replacement Cost, minus the Reserves on Hand, divided by the years of life remaining. 

 
• Cash Flow Method.  The Cash Flow Method is sometimes referred to as the "Pooling Method." It calculates the 

minimum constant annual contribution to reserves (Minimum Annual Deposit) required to meet projected 
expenditures without allowing total reserves on hand to fall below the specified minimum level in any year.  This 
method usually results in a calculated requirement for annual contribution somewhat less than that arrived at by 
the Component Method of analysis.  

 
First, the Minimum Recommended Reserve Level to be Held on Account is determined based on the age, 
condition, and replacement cost of the individual components.  The mathematical model then allocates the 
estimated replacement costs to the future years in which they are projected to occur. Based on these 
expenditures, it then calculates the minimum constant yearly contribution (Minimum Annual Deposit) to the 
reserves necessary to keep the reserve balance at the end of each year above the Minimum Recommended 
Reserve Level to be Held on Account.  The Cash Flow Analysis assumes that the Association will have authority to 
use all of the reserves on hand for replacements as the need occurs. This method usually results in a Minimum 
Annual Deposit which is less than that arrived at by the Component Method. 

 
• Adjusted Cash Flow Analysis.  This program has the ability to modify the Cash Flow Method to take into account 

forecasted inflation and interest rates, thereby producing an Adjusted Cash Flow Analysis.  Attempting to forecast 
future inflation and interest rates and the impact of changing technology is highly tenuous. Therefore, in most 
cases it is preferable to make a new schedule periodically rather than attempt to project far into the future. We will 
provide more information on this type of analysis upon request.  

 
4. REPLACEMENT RESERVE STUDY DATA 

 
• Identification of Reserve Components.  The Reserve Analyst has only two methods of identifying Reserve 

Components; 1)  information provided by the Association and 2)  observations made at the site. It is important that 
the Reserve Analyst be provided with all available information detailing the components owned by the Association.  
It is our policy to request such information prior to bidding on a project and to meet with the individuals responsible 
for maintaining the community after acceptance of our proposal.  After completion of the Study, the Study should 
be reviewed by the Board of Directors, individuals responsible for maintaining the community, and the 
Association’s accounting professionals.  We are dependent upon the Association for correct information, 
documentation, and drawings.  

 
• Unit Costs.  Unit costs are developed using nationally published standards and estimating guides and are adjusted 

by state or region. In some instances, recent data received in the course of our work is used to modify these 
figures.  

 
Contractor proposals or actual cost experience may be available as part of the Association records. This is useful 
information which should be incorporated into your report. Please bring any such available data to our attention, 
preferably before the report is commenced. 

 
• Replacement vs. Repair and Maintenance.  A Replacement Reserve Study addresses the required funding for 

Capital Replacement Expenditures. This should not be confused with operational costs or cost of repairs or 
maintenance. 
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5. DEFINITIONS 
 
Adjusted Cash Flow Analysis.  Cash flow analysis adjusted to take into account annual cost increases due to inflation and 
interest earned on invested reserves.  In this method, the annual contribution is assumed to grow annually at the inflation rate. 
 
Annual Deposit if Reserves Were Fully Funded.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1 in the Component Method summary, this 
would be the amount of the Annual Deposit needed if the Reserves Currently on Deposit were equal to the Total Current 
Objective.  
 
Cash Flow Analysis.  See Cash Flow Method, above. 
 
Component Analysis.  See Component Method, above. 
 
Contingency.  An allowance for unexpected requirements. Roughly the same as the Minimum Recommended Reserve Level to 
be Held on Account used in the Cash Flow Method of analysis. 
 
Critical Year.  In the Cash Flow Method, a year in which the reserves on hand are projected to fall to the established minimum 
level. See Minimum Recommended Reserve Level to be Held on Account. 
 
Current Objective.  This is the reserve amount that would have accumulated had the item been funded from initial construction at 
its current replacement cost.  It is equal to the estimated replacement cost divided by the estimated economic life, times the 
number of years expended (the difference between the Estimated Economic Life and the Estimated Life Left).  The Total Current 
Objective can be thought of as the amount of reserves the Association should now have on hand based on the sum of all of the 
Current Objectives. 
 
Cyclic Replacement Item.  A component item that typically begins to fail after an initial period (Estimated Initial Replacement), but 
which will be replaced in increments over a number of years (the Estimated Replacement Cycle). The Reserve Analysis program 
divides the number of years in the Estimated Replacement Cycle into five equal increments. It then allocates the Estimated 
Replacement Cost equally over those five increments. (As distinguished from Normal Replacement Items, see below) 
 
Estimated Economic Life.  Used in the Normal Replacement Schedules. This represents the industry average number of years 
that a new item should be expected to last until it has to be replaced. This figure is sometimes modified by climate, region, or 
original construction conditions. 
 
Estimated Economic Life Left.  Used in the Normal Replacement Schedules.  Number of years until the item is expected to need 
replacement.  Normally, this number would be considered to be the difference between the Estimated Economic Life and the age 
of the item. However, this number must be modified to reflect maintenance practice, climate, original construction and quality, or 
other conditions. For the purpose of this report, this number is determined by the Reserve Analyst based on the present condition 
of the item relative to the actual age. 
 
Estimated Initial Replacement.  For a Cyclic Replacement Item (see above), the number of years until the replacement cycle is 
expected to begin.   
 
Estimated Replacement Cycle.  For a Cyclic Replacement Item, the number of years over which the remainder of the 
component's replacement occurs.   
 
Minimum Annual Deposit.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1.  The calculated requirement for annual contribution to reserves as 
calculated by the Cash Flow Method (see above). 
 
Minimum Deposit in the Study Year.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1.  The calculated requirement for contribution to reserves 
in the study year as calculated by the Component Method (see above). 
 
Minimum Recommended Reserve Level to be Held on Account.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1, this number is used in the 
Cash Flow Method only.  This is the prescribed level below which the reserves will not be allowed to fall in any year. This amount 
is determined based on the age, condition, and replacement cost of the individual components.  This number is normally given as 
a percentage of the total Estimated Replacement Cost of all reserve components. 
 
Normal Replacement Item.  A component of the property that, after an expected economic life, is replaced in its entirety.  (As 
distinguished from Cyclic Replacement Items, see above.)  
 
Normal Replacement Schedules.  The list of Normal Replacement Items by category or location. These items appear on pages 
designated. 
 
Number of Years of the Study.  The number of years into the future for which expenditures are projected and reserve levels 
calculated.  This number should be large enough to include the projected replacement of every item on the schedule, at least 
once.  This study covers a 40-year period. 
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One Time Deposit Required to Fully Fund Reserves.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1 in the Component Method summary, this 
is the difference between the Total Current Objective and the Reserves Currently on Deposit. 
 
Reserves Currently on Deposit.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1, this is the amount of accumulated reserves as reported by 
the Association in the current year. 
 
Reserves on Hand.  Shown in the Cyclic Replacement and Normal Replacement Schedules, this is the amount of reserves 
allocated to each component item in the Cyclic or Normal Replacement schedules. This figure is based on the ratio of Reserves 
Currently on Deposit divided by the total Current Objective. 
 
Replacement Reserve Study.  An analysis of all of the components of the common property of the Association for which a need 
for replacement should be anticipated within the economic life of the property as a whole.  The analysis involves estimation for 
each component of its estimated Replacement Cost, Estimated Economic Life, and Estimated Life Left.  The objective of the 
study is to calculate a recommended annual contribution to the Association's Replacement Reserve Fund. 
 
Total Replacement Cost.  Shown on the Summary Sheet A1, this is total of the Estimated Replacement Costs for all items on the 
schedule if they were to be replaced once. 
 
Unit Replacement Cost.  Estimated replacement cost for a single unit of a given item on the schedule. 
 
Unit (of Measure).  Non-standard abbreviations are defined on the page of the Replacement Reserve Inventory where the item 
appears.  The following standard abbreviations are used in this report: 
 
 EA: each  FT: feet  LS: lump sum  PR: pair  SF: square feet  SY: square yard  
 

6. LIST OF RECOMMENDED REPAIRS - PROCEDURES 
 
A List of Recommended Repairs is offered as a supplemental report to the Replacement Reserve Study (at an additional fee) to 
assist the Association in understanding the financial implications of all items owned by the Association, not just the items 
included for funding by Replacement Reserves listed in the Replacement Reserve Inventory.  The following information relates to 
the List of Recommended Repairs: 
 

• Repair costs.  Cost range estimates given in the repair list assume that all work by a given trade will be done 
together as a single project.  If repairs are done piece-meal, the costs would be significantly higher. The costs of 
any repairs to be funded out of the Reserve Fund should be subtracted from the Reserves Currently on Deposit 
figure. The Board or Property Manager should coordinate this decision with the Reserve Analyst as part of the 
revision process. 

 
• Completion of repairs.  The Replacement Reserve Analysis assumes that all repairs cited in the Repair List will be 

completed within a twelve-month period of time.  Estimated Life Left in the Replacement Reserve Study has been 
factored under this assumption. Any deletions or delays of the projects included in the List of Recommended 
Repairs may result in major inaccuracies in the Replacement Reserve Analysis.  

 
• Safety issues.  If safety issues have been cited, they should be given the highest priority and should be done 

immediately upon receipt of this report. The Board must recognize that from a liability standpoint, they have been 
made aware of the existence of these unsafe conditions, if any, once the report is delivered for their review. 

 
• Unit costs.  Nationally published standards and standard estimating manuals have been used in the development 

of this report. Contractor proposals or actual cost experience may be available as part of the Association records.  
We will adjust our figures to conform to your experience if the material or information is disclosed to us and/or 
made available for our use.  

 
 


